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pendence, and the Turkish guards, in whose hands the
Caliph was a mere puppet, avenged the conquest of their
nation.
The house of Samani, of which Alptigm, the master
of Subuktigin, the father of Mahmud of Ghaznf, was a
sen-ant, first rose to eminence in the reign of the Caliph
Mamun, the son of Harun al Rashid, who long re-
sided in Khorassan, and who appointed members of that
family to different governments under his sway. His
nominees held their offices long after the authority of
the Caliphs ceased to be exercised in Khorassan and
Transoxiana, which became their heritage. Alprigfn
was the slave of Abdul Malik, on whose death he fell
into discredit with Mansur, his successor* and retreated
to Ghaznf accompanied by a body of Mannlukes or
Turkish slaves.
Fourteen years later, :n A.D. 975, followed his death,
the succession of Subuktigin, and his war with the
Hindus.
The second son of Subuktigin, Ismail, in the absence
of Mahmud at Nishapur, was recognised as the successor
to the throne, but Mahmud declined to recognise him,
and offered the governments of Balkh and Khorassan as
a solatium, and on his declining the proposition, defeated
him, and assumed the title of king. It is supposed that
the dying Subuktigin preferred his younger son, as he
was born of a lady of good family, while Mahmud's
mother was a slave. At the present day, for the same
reason, the younger son of the Shah of Persia is recog-
nised heir, to the exclusion of the elder and more able
prince, the Zil-es-Sultan.
No sooner was Mahmud installed upon the throne
than he sent word to the Samani king of Bokhara of
his accession, and asked for confirmation in his father's
government of Khorassan ; but the king, resenting the